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The kresent volume is cne of a series intended to

provide a comparative view of the education systems of member
countries of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD). Published in response to a need for a conversion
key so that national data could be readily converted on the bais of a
standardized system, its purpose is to assist OECD member countries
in “he development of their educational statistics and to provide a
bagis for the collection of internationally comparablée statistics.
For background information on the method of classification, and for

related documents,

sec ED 076 453. The volume deals with three member

countries, Belgium, Denmark, and the United States. Provided are
definitions of terms used in the OECD classification, which is by
type of education and not be institution providing education. A short
bibliography following each country gives sources of information

regarding the educational institutions.
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The Orgunisation for Economic Co-operation and
Developmeny (OECD) was :et up under a Convention
signed in Paris on 14th December, 1960, which provides
that the QECD shall promote policies desigred:

~ to achieve the highest sustainable econontic growth
and employmemt and a rising standard of living in
Member countries, while maintaining financial sta-
bility, and thus to contribute 1o the development of
the world economy;

— 1o contribute to sound ecconomir expansion in
Member as well as non-member - -n:tries in the
process of cconomic development,

— 10 contribute 10 the expansion of world trade on a
multilaterul, non-discriminatory busis in accordance
with internationel obligations.

The Members of OFECD are Awtraliv, Austria, Bel-
gium, Canada, Denmark, Fimdand, France, the Federal
Republic of Germany, Greece, Icelund, lIreland, ltaly,
Jupan, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Spuain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdom
and the United Stuates.

© Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment, 1972.

Queries concerning permissions or translation rights should
be addressed ta:

Director of Information, O.E.C.D.

2, ruc André-Pascal, 75775 PARIS CEDEX 16, France.




INTRODUCTION

The present volume is one of a series intended to provide a com-
parative view of the education systems of all OECD Member countries,
It is a complement to the earlier OECD '"handbook" for educational
planners: Methods and Statistical Needs for Educational Planning which
was published in 1967; one of the conclusions of which was the need to
establish » ""conversion key for all OECD Member countries so that
published 1tional data can be readily converted on the basis of the
standardiz.d system'' as proposed in the above publication*.

The purpose of both the "handbook' and this classification is to
assist OECD Member countries in the development of their education-
al statistics and to provide a basis for the collection of internationally
comparable statistics,

In fact, although education is first and foremost a national concern,
the problems experienced in the development of educational systems
are often similar in a number of countries, For this reason, it may
be useful 10 compare different countries' solutions to specific problems,
But for such comparisons to be valid, they must be based on common
terms of reference; the statistics must, insofar as possible, have the
same meaning in the various countries concerned,

For the statistics published by national authorities to be used as a
basis for inter-country comparisons, a classification system and a set
of definitions must be adopted which are acceptable and applicable to
all the countriecs interested in making such comparisons,

Efforts have been made in various OECD studies to publish statis~
tics on as comparable a basis as possible; no classification of educa-
tion systems in their entirety has yet becn established, The prepara-
tion of such a classification for OECD Member countries was inciuded
in the programme of the Committee for Scientific and Technical Personnel
which has recently been replaced by the Education Committec,

¥ This publication was endorsed by the OECD Council “"as a suitable framework
for the compilation of comparable educational statistics”,




The "handbook provides the basic analytical framework and rationale
for the classification; the present study shows in detail how the different
parts of each country's education system are related to the reference
frame in the "handbook', It is intended to be a guide to anyone who
wishes to compare or understand the structure of the education system
in OECD Member countries,

To establish a conversion key for the different countries, we have
to start with the national classification of each country; in principle,
only those types of education or institutions which are explicitly treated
in national statistics are included. The degree of detail in published
statistics varies enormously from country to country, and this explains
the divergence in the size of the entry for different countries in these
volumes, Where appropriate, and when the information was available,
other types of education have also been mentioned.

The next step was to compile maximum information on these differ-
ent types of education so as to assess them qualitatively, The evaluation
criteria included length of studies, admission requirements (i, e, previous
schooling), qualifications conferred and the possibility of transfer to
other types of education, organisation of studies on a full-time or on a
part-time basis, and any other information of possible interest to poten-
tial readers,

On the basis of this information, each type of education or institution
has been reclassified under the OECD system, both from the standpoint
of standardized designation and in terms of its position on the education-
al ladder by year of study.

Since education is now being extensively reorganised in many coun-
tries, the present study attempts to present the existing situation but
also to give an indication of changes which have occurred during the
past ten years,

While the present classification is valid for the situaticn at the date
mentioned for each country, it may no longer hold for the new education-
al structures and concepts towards which some countries are already
moving: for example, the discontinuance of the notion of levels and
grades, continuing or recurrent education, etc, These changes will be
taken into account in future revisions of this classification,

Since educational statistics in most countries are still cast in a
national mould which reflects traditional administrative needs, it is
“hoped that this conversion key may help to promote a better mutual
understanding of the systems in the different countries, permit the
compilation and presentation of comparable statistics and enable each
country to identify easily what is covered by each aggregate presented
in a particular study,



This classification was prepared for all OECD Member countries
by the Directorate for Scientific Affairs of the OECD Secretariat on the
basis ol availabie information and was subsequently submitted to the
appropriate national authorities for verification and approvil. HRespon-
sibility for the work in the Secretariat was with Monique Solliliage of
the Educational Investment and Development Division, assisted by
Randolph Quenum, James Steel and Ame Isachsen,



DEFINITION OF TERMS
USED IN THE OECD CLASSIFICATION~

This {s a classification by type of education and not by institution
providing education. In fact, pupils of the same institution may, de-
pending on the section or options chosen, take a general or vocatfonal
course, a course prepuring them for higher studies, or a terminal
course. Only the different types of education are suitable for inter-
country comparison, A case in point I8 that of the universities: as
educational institutions they may provide, in addition to courses lead-
ing to the officially recognised first university degree, courses of
shorter duration leading to qualifications below first-degree level and
comparable to those awarded by higher education institutions "ot having
university status, Conversely, non-university institutions may award
the equivalent of a university degree,

Pre-primary

Non-compulsory education preceding entrance into primary educa-
tion,

Primary

Compulsory general education for all pupils, In systems providing
a comprehensive-type education for all pupils which covers all or part
of their compulsory schooling, only those years in which there is no
differentiation (in the form of subject options) have been regarded as
primary education,

General secondary

Education which is not direct preparation for an occupation,

Technical secondary

Education designed as direct preparation foc¢ an occupation or trade,

*  For futther details of this classification, the reader is refetred to Chapter IX of

Methods and Statistical Needs for Educational Planning, OECD, 1967,




_S_c_c_ondary (a)

General or technical education offers pupils, upon completion, a
relatively good chance of continuing their studies in a higher cducation
establishment,

Secondary (b)

General or technical education, after which pupils have little chance
of continuing to higher education,

This separation of secondary education into types (a) and (b) seems
preferable to the frequently-used division into lower and upper levels
or 1st and 2nd cycles because in more and more cases the lower level
is common to all pupils (although sometimes composed of different
sections) and only at the end of this period do pupils receive final guid-
ance and make definitive choice concerning their future schooling,

Teacher training

Preparatory training for the teaching profession,

Non-university type iigher education*

Higher educatior. leading to a specific qualification, oiten occupation-
al and, unlike the [irst university degree, generally not offering the
possibility of pursuing doctorate or other post-graduate studies,

University type higher education*

The length of the different types of education varies from country
to country, It was therefore considered advisable to specify the cor-
responding years of study in the educational scale so as to permit any
regrouping necessary for inter~country comparisons,

*  Where it has not been possible to mal:> the distinction between non-university
higher education and university higher education as defined here, the level of the degree
awarded at the end of the different types of studies has been specified: below first-degree
level, intermediate diploma (usually preparatory to first degree), first or basic degree,
higher degree (above first degree), doctorate,



BELGIUM

(April 1971)

Compulsory schooling: B years, from the age of 6 to 14

Q.
ERIC

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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DENMARK

(July 1971)

Compulsory schooling: 7 years Irom the age of 7 to 14,
This will be extended to 8 years in 1872-73 and 10 9 in 197374,
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UNITED STATES

(July 1971)

In most States, compulsory schooling from the age of 7 to 16,
Full time compulsory education ends after 10th year of school,
A few States require school attendance to the age of 17 or 18,
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OECD SALES AGENTS
DEPOSITAIRES DES PUBLICATIONS DE L’OCDE

ARGENTINE

Libreria de las Naciones

Alsina 500, BUENOS AIRES.

AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIE

B.C.N. Agencies Py, L

17% Collins Street, MtLBOURNE 3000.
“USTRIA - AUTRICHE

Gerold and Co., Graben 31, WIEN I.

Sub-Agent: GRAZ: Buchhandlung Jos. A. Kicn-

reich, Sackstrasse 6.

BELGIUM - BELGIQUE

Librairic des Scicnees

Coudenberg 76-78 ct ruc des Epcronnicrs 56,
B 1000 BRUXELLES I.

BRAZIL — BRESIL

Mestre Jou S.A., Rua Guaipd 518
Caixa Poslal 24090 050&) SAO PAULO 10.
Rua Senador Dantas 19 5/205-6, R1I0O DE
JANEIRO GB.

CANADA

Iuforimation Canada

OTTAWA.

DENMARK - DANEMARK
Munksgaard International Booksellers
Norregade 6, DK-1165 COPENHAGEN K
FINLAND - FINLANDE

Akateentinen Kirjakauppa, Keskuskatu 2,
HELSINKI.

FORMOSA - FORMOSE

Books and Scunnﬁc Supplies Scrvices. Ltd.
P.O.B. 83 T

TAIWAN.

FRANCE
Bureau des Publications de 'OCDE
2 ruc André-Pascal, 75775 PARIS CEDEX 16
Prlnmgaux sous dépositaires :
PARI Presses Universitaires de France,
. 19 bd Saint-Michel, 75005 Paris.
Sciences Politiques (Lib.)
30 rue Saint-Guillaume, 75007 Paris.
13100 AIX-EN-PROVENCE : Librairte de |'Uni-
versité.
38000 GRENOBLE : Arthaud.
67000 STRASBOURG : Berger-Levrault.
31000 TOULOUSE : Privat.

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE

Dcutscher Bundes-Verlag G.m.b. H.

Postfach 9380, 53 BONN.

Sub-Agents: BERLIN 62: Elwert & Meurer,
HAMBURG : Recuter-Klockner ; und in  den
massgebenden Buchhandlungen Dcuischlands.

GREECE - GRECE

L.ibrairie Kauffmann, 28 rue du Stade.

ATHENES 132

Librairie Internationale Jean Mihalopoulos ¢t Fils

75 tue Hermou. B.P, 73, THESSALONIKI.

ICELAND - ISLANDE

Snacbjorn Jdnsson and Co.. h.f., Hafnarstracti 9,
P.O.B. i131. REYKJAVIK.

INDIA - INDE

Oxford Book and Stationery Co.:

NEW DELHI, Scindia Housc.

CALCUTTA, 17 Park Sireet.

IRELAND - IRLANDE

Eason and Son. 40 Lower O’Connell Street,

P.0.B. 42, DUBLIN |.

ISRAEL

Emanuel Brown :

9, Shlomzion Hamalka Strect, JERUSALEM.

35 Allcnb{ Road, and 48 Nahlath Benjamin Si.,

TEL-AVIV

ITALY - ITALIE

Libreria Cammissionaria Sansoni :

Via Lamanmora 45, 50(21 FIRENZE.

Via Bartolini 29, 26155 MILANO.
sous-dépositaires:

Editrice ¢ Libreria Herder,

Piazza Mantccitorio 120. 00186 ROMA.

Libreria Hoepli, Via Hocpli 5, 20121 MILANO.
Libreria Lattes. Via Garibaldi 3, 10122 TORINO.
La diffusione detle edizioni OCDE ¢ inoltre assicu-
rata dalle migliori libreric neile citta pit importanti.
JAPAN - JAPON

Maruzen Company Lid.,

6 Tori-Nichome Nihonbashi, TOK YO [03.

P.O.B. 5050. Tokyo Intcrnational 100-31.
LEBANON - LIBAN

Redico

Immeubic Edison. Rue Bliss, B.P. 5641
BEYROUTH.

THE NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS

W.P. Van Stockum

Buitenhof 36, DEN HAAG. . )

NEW ZEALAND - NOUVELLE-ZELANDE
Government Printing Office,

Mulgrave Street (Private Bag). WELLINGTON
and Government Bookshops at

AUCKLAND (P.0O.B. 5344)

CHRISTCHURCH (P.0.B. 1721}

HAMILTON (P.O.B. 857)

DUNEDIN (P.O.B. 1104).

NORWAY - NORVEGE

Johan Grundl Tanums Bokhandel,

Karl Johansgate 41/43, OSLO 1.

PAKISTAN i

Mirza Book Agcncy. 65 Shahrah Quaid-E-Azam,
LAHORE 3

POR’ I'U(‘.AL

Livraria Portugal, Rua do Casrmo 70, LISBOA.

SPAIN - ESPAGNE

Mundi Prensa, Castello 37. MADRID 1.
Libreria Bastinos de Jos¢ Bosch. Pelayo 52,
BARCELONA 1.

SWEDEN - SUEDE

Friizes, Kungl. Hovbokhandel,

Fredsgatan 2, 11152 STOCKHOLM 6.
SWITZERLAND - SUISSE

Librairie Payot, & rue Grenus, 1211 GENEVE 11
el a lAUSAN'\JE NEUCHATEL, VEVEY,
MONTREUX, BERNE, BALE, ZURICH.
TURKEY - TURQUIE

Librairie Hachette, 469 Istiklal Caddesi, Beyoglu,
ISTANBUL ct 12 Ziya Gdkalp Caddesi, ANKARA.

UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI

H.M. Stationcry Office, P.O.B. 569. LONDON
SEI INH

49 High Holborn

LONDON WCI1V 6HB (personzl callers)

Branches at: EDINBURGH, BIRMINGHAM,
BRISTOL, MANCHESTER, CARDIFF,
BELFAST.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

OECD Publications Center. Sune 1207.

1750 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 Tel.: (202)298-8755.
VENEZUELA

Libreria def Este, Avda. F. fv’wanda 52,

Edificio Galxpan. CARACA

YUGOSLAVIA ~ YOUGOSI AVIE

Ju osloxcnska Knjiga, Terazije 27, P.O.B. 36.
BEOGRA

B

Les commandes provenant de pays ot I'OCDE n'a pas encore desxgnc de dépositaire ¢
peuvent-£tre adressées a :
OCDE, Burcau des Publications, 2 rue Andre-Pascal 75775 Pans CEDEX [6
Orders and inquiriss from countries where sales agents have not yet becn appointed may be sent to
OECD, Publications Office, 2 rue André-Pascal, 75775 Paris CEDEX [6

0..C.D. PUBLICATIONS, 2, rue André-Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16 - No. 30.511 1973
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